
SAMUEL WILSON NESTER 

Company “C” 11th West Virginia Infantry 

Died 20 July 1864 of wounds received at Lynchburg, Virginia 18 June 1864. 

 

Image provided by Richard Nester, Gr-Gr-Grandson. 

Samuel Wilson Nester, born 2 April 1823 in Randolph County (W) Virginia (now Barbour County), was 

the son of Daniel Nester (1797-1882) and Marian Anna Wilson (1802-1838). Samuel’s paternal 

grandfather was Jacob Nester (1761-1844), and his paternal grandmother was Maria Magdalena Durr 

(1765-1826).  

Samuel married Elizabeth Smith, the daughter of Henry T. and Nancy Ann Smith, on 23 Oct 1845 in 

Barbour County. She was born 12 April 1825 in (now) Barbour County. Their children were: Hiram, 

Almeda, Lee Grant, Daniel Henry, Margaret, Mary C., Alpheus Michael, Lee Eunice, Elizabeth Jane, 

Canzada Anna, and Samuel Diaz. 

Elizabeth Smith Nester died 3 Dec 1899 in Calhoun County, West Virginia and is buried there at Mt. Zion 

Cemetery.    



 



According to descendant, Richard Nester: “The "legend" in the family is that Samuel Dias Nester, who 

was born on April 10, 1864, was born while Samuel W. was in the field and he had never seen his 

youngest son.  As the story goes, while in Gallipolis, Samuel W. left the hospital to go visit his family and 

meet his son.  His gunshot would become infected due to contamination while crossing the Ohio River, 

and he was returned to the Army Hospital where gangrene set in and took his life.  I am unable to verify 

this with any definitive reports, but it is the story that has been passed down through the generations.”    

 

 

Pine Street Cemetery, Gallipolis OH - Image provided by Richard Nester. 

http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/831531/photo/AUzOBKdnHHH8eEx5YykMOmBSnMJnOQ9AR5fdkqLoA9uJM2Dj1Nc!54HJUHg0cMbd


 

 

Samuel & Elizabeth Nester. - Image provided by Richard Nester. 

 

Grave of Elizabeth Smith Nester, Mt. Zion Cemetery, Calhoun County, West Virginia  

Images provided by Richard Nester.  


