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Compiled by Linda Cunningham Fluharty. 

Anthony Peter Zaphyrelles is named in a newspaper article as one who died during World War I. However, 

he did not die until 1949. If he was not accounted for after the war, it is probably because he obtained a 

passport and traveled to Greece to see his mother.    

On his World War I Draft Registration, Anthony stated he was born in Ofriniou, Turkey on May 28, 1887. 

Ofriniou is in Greece. In his Passport Application, he states the location as “Ofriniou of the Dardanelles.” 

Dardanelles (Strait of Gallipoli) is an internationally significant waterway in northwestern Turkey. His 

death record indicates he was born in Greece, and states his parents were Peter and, possibly, Catherine.  

Anthony was a Barber in Wheeling and had applied for U.S. Citizenship before World War I.  

 

 



The birth date on the Veterans’ Bureau Master Index card conflicts with the Draft Registration & Passport 

birth date, but the Service Number is the same as he stated in his Passport Application. It shows that he 

enlisted on July 24, 1918 and he was discharged on January 28, 1919. 

On September 15, 1919, Anthony applied for a passport and said he planned to leave for Greece on 

September 30. He stated he was Honorably Discharged at Camp Meade, Maryland.   

 



 



Anthony went to Greece, presumably in 1919, and there is no record of his return until 1925. He left 

Piraeus, Greece on June 27, 1925 and arrived at the Port of New York on July 14, 1925. With him were his 

wife, Paraskevi, 36, and a daughter, Elpiniki, age 11 months. It appears that he married in Greece and his 

daughter was born there. 

 

On September 4, 1926, in Wheeling, Anthony and his wife had a son, Peter Anthony.   

In the 1930 Wheeling City Directory, Business Section, under Barbers, Anthony Zaphrellis was at 2367 

Market Street.  In 1932, Anthony P. Zaphyrelles and Mary lived at 2206 Market Street and he was a barber 

at 2367 Market Street. 

By the time the 1940 census was enumerated, the surname had been shortened to “Zaphyr.” The family 

lived on 24th Street, Wheeling, and Anthony was a barber with his own shop. His wife was “Betty” and 

they said they were born in Turkey. The daughter, Elpiniki, became Elsie Zaphyr and her birth place is 

stated as Greece. Son, Peter, 13, was born in West Virginia. 

Elpiniki - known as Elsie - married Samuel Louis Tavlores in Wheeling in 1944. On her marriage record, she 

stated she had been born in Corfu, Greece. 

Anthony Peter Zaphyrelles, a resident of 2408 Jacob Street, and owner of Olympic Barber Shop, died on 

November 19, 1949. He is buried at Greenwood Cemetery, Wheeling. “Betty” died in 1974. 

 


