
JOSEPH VOLNEY WILSON 

U. S. Army 1St Lieutenant, Aviator, 163 Aero Squadron 

Died in Plane Crash on October 23, 1918 in France 

Compiled by Linda Cunningham Fluharty. 

Born on September 16, 1895 in Grove City, Pennsylvania, Joseph “Volney” Wilson was the son of Rev. Gill 

Irwin and Amanda Robb Wilson. The father was pastor at Warwood Presbyterian Church at the beginning 

of World War I and then served at the First Presbyterian Church in Parkersburg, West Virginia for decades. 

 

World War I Draft Registration – Lived on Chapline Street, Wheeling 

 

Volney was an athlete and student at Washington and Jefferson College in Washington, Pennsylvania, but 

when World War I started, he wanted to serve. Even before the United States got into the war in April 

1917, Volney and his older brother, Gill Robb Wilson, wanted to go to Europe and participate in a non-

military way, which was legally allowed. The following article is from January 1917. 

 



The brothers went to France and served as ambulance drivers and then joined the French Air Service and 

trained as pilots. Volney, a Corporal, was a member of the Lafayette Flying Corps. He joined the U. S. Army 

Air Service in August 1917 and was commissioned as a First Lieutenant. His brother Gill had one serious 

injury but returned to active duty. Volney was killed in France on October 23, 1918 when the engine of 

his plane failed. He received the French Croix de Guerre with Bronze Star for his service.  

There are a great many articles about the Wilson brothers’ service as aviators.       

 



According to an article (above) Lt. J. Volney Wlson’s body was cremated in the burning plane. His remains 

were placed in a mausoleum in Verdun, France. At some point, the remains must have been returned to 

the United States and for interment at Mt. Olivet Cemetery, Parkersburg.   

 

   

 

   


