
JOHN ELSON SOLE 

U. S. Army Corporal, Company “D” 139th Machine Gun Battalion 

Died of Pneumonia on October 16, 1918; buried at Suresnes American Cemetery, France 

Compiled by Linda Cunningham Fluharty. 

Born in Sardis, Ohio on September 7, 1891, John Elson Sole was the son of George Sole and Mary 

Jane Barker, married in Monroe County, Ohio on September 22, 1889. At the time of the 1900 

census, George and Mary Sole, both born in Ohio, were residents of Green, Wetzel County, West 

Virginia. Mr. Sole was employed as a Tool Dresser, and he and his wife were the parents of John, 

9, Rosy, 7, and Harold, 2.  

By 1910, Mary was living in Guernsey County, Ohio with her second husband, Ellie [Alex A.] 

Hoskins. Son, John, was 19, and Rosie was 17.  Harold was not named with the family but he is 

found in the 1910 census in Calhoun County, West Virginia as the “Adopted Son” of L. Francis 

Norman and his wife, Phoebe A.  

John E. Sole, 26, born in Sardis, Ohio, residing in Spencer Station, Guernsey County, Ohio, married 

Lydia McDermott, 23, born in & residing at Wheeling, on June 14, 1917 in Wheeling.  

When John Elson Sole registered for the World War I Draft, he was employed as an engineer at 

Kalbitzer Packing Company. He married 9 days later. 

 



John’s cause of death – pneumonia - is stated in Revised List of Deceased Soldiers, World War, January l, 
1922. (West Virginia.)  

 

John’s widow, Lydia Sole, is not named among the Gold Star Mothers who planned to travel to France to 

visit the graves of their sons or husbands, but she may have gone for that reason. She never remarried 

and she died on August 4, 1971. 

John’s sister, Rosa Sole, married Russell Hall on March 15, 1922 in Guernsey County, Ohio. 

Brother, Harold Sole, was a farmer residing in Grantsville, Calhoun County, West Virginia when he 

registered for the World War I Draft. He named his mother, Mary J. Hoskins, Spencer Station, 

Ohio, as his contact. He married Jessie May Brawley on December 26, 1918 in Wood County. He 

died in Calhoun County on July 6, 1945 and is buried there.    

John’s stepfather, Alex Hoskins, died in 1942 at Belmont County, Ohio. His obituary stated his residence 

as “Spencer Station, where he had lived for 34 years.” Mary Jane Barker Sole Hoskins died in 1960. Both 

are buried at Friends Cemetery, Quaker City, Guernsey County, Ohio. 


