
EMIL JOHN SCHMITT 

Sergeant, Company “F” 167th Infantry 

Died in France Nov, 8, 1918; buried at Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery, France 

 Researched & Presented by Linda Cunningham Fluharty. 

Emil John Schmitt was born on February 11, 1892 to Joseph Schmitt and Anna Burgen (also found 

as Burgoin, Burguin, Bergman, etc), both born in Alsace-Lorraine, France, which became part of 

the German territory after it was ceded by France to Germany in 1871 after the Franco-German War.  

At the time of the 1900 Federal Census of McColloch Street, Wheeling, Ohio County, West 

Virginia, Joseph Schmitt, born in Germany in November 1855, was employed as a Glass Worker. 

He had emigrated in 1889 and was a Naturalized Citizen. His wife was Annie, 39, born in Germany 

in November 1860. Their children were Marry, 20, born in September 1879 in Germany; Agnes, 

16, born in January 1884 in Germany; Joseph, 14, born in December 1885 in Germany; Leo, 12, 

born in January 1888 in Germany; Odilia 10, born in March 1890 in New York; Emil, 8, born in 

February 1892 in New York; Rosa, 6, born on December 1893 in West Virginia; Albert, 3, born in 

July 1896 in West Virginia, and Bernadin, 11 months, born in June 1899 in West Virginia.  Also in 

the home was Annie’s widowed mother, Magdalena Burgun, 68, born in February 1832 in 

Germany. 

In 1910, still on McColloch Street, Joseph was employed as a Needle Sketcher at a Glass Factory.  

Children at home were Joseph, Leo, Tilly, Emil, Rose, Albert, Bernard - and Gerthrude, age 8.  Mrs. 

Burgun, spelled Burgoin in 1910, was still living with the family. She died in 1923.  

 



 

 

The parents’ names are misstated in the news article. 

 

According to the 1920 book, Soldiers of the Great War, Emil John Schmitt died of wounds. 



 

THE FAMILY OF EMIL JOHN SCHMITT 

JOSEPH SCHMITT, born on November 21, 1855 in Alsace-Lorraine, died on June 6, 1937 in 

Wheeling. According to his obituary, he introduced the art of needle etching in glass when he 

worked at Central Glass Company. 

Joseph’s wife, ANNA BURGEN (and other spellings), born on November 14, 1860, died on June 9, 

1950 in Wheeling. They are both buried at Mt. Calvary Cemetery, Wheeling.  

MARY SCHMITT, born in Alsace-Lorraine in September 1879, entered the convent in 1900 and 

became Sister Josephine Schmitt, a nun. She was once the Mother Provincial of the Sisters of the 

Divine Providence in Pittsburgh. Mother Josephine Schmitt died on March 28, 1940. She is buried 

at the Sisters of Divine Providence Cemetery, Allison Park, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. 

INFANT CHILD born in Alsace-Lorraine about 1882, died in 1882. 

AGNES SCHMITT, born in Alsace-Lorraine in January 1884, married August J. Schafer on June 8, 

1908 in Wheeling. She died in Wheeling on November 28, 1915 of “Oedema of Lungs.” Her 

obituary misstates her relatives, referring to her siblings, Tillie, Rose and Gertrude, as her 

children. Her children were sons, Bernard and John Schafer. According to the obituary, she 

dropped dead as she arose from the supper table after enjoying a hearty meal.   



JOSEPH A. SCHMITT, born December 11, 1885 in Alsace-Lorraine, died of Heart Failure on 

December 1, 1951. He was a former Deputy Assessor of Ohio County, according to his obituary. 

He is buried at Mt. Calvary Cemetery. 

LEO JOSEPH SCHMITT, born in Alsace-Lorraine on January 15, 1888, joined the Army during World 

War I but was honorably discharged at Camp Lee after sustaining a foot injury. He died of 

Bronchopneumonia on September 18, 1961 at the Veterans Hospital in Pittsburgh. His birth date 

is misstated on his death record. He is buried at Mt. Calvary Cemetery, per obituary. 

(ODILIA) MATILDA Schmitt (Mrs. Walter Schafer), born in March 1890 in New York, died July 31, 

1975. She’s buried at Mt. Calvary Cemetery. 

ROSE ANNA SCHMITT, born on December 13, 1893 in Wheeling, West Virginia, married Shirley 

Sutton Vance and they lived in Pittsburgh. Rose Anna died in Palm Beach County, Florida on April 

30, 1985. She is buried at Queen of Heaven Catholic Cemetery, McMurray, Washington County, 

Pennsylvania. 

ALBERT GEORGE SCHMITT, born in Wheeling, West Virginia on July 4, 1896, served in the Army 

during World War I. He died at the Veterans Hospital in Pittsburgh on October 4, 1941. He is 

buried at Mt. Calvary Cemetery, according to his obituary & death record. 

BERNARD JOSEPH SCHMITT became a priest, Capuchin Order. - CAMILLUS BERNARD SCHMITT, 

born in June 12, 1899 in Wheeling, West Virginia. Rev. Father Camillus Schmitt died on December 

29, 1979 in Hays, Kansas. 

GERTRUDE SCHMITT, born in Wheeling, West Virginia on June 3, 1901, died of Congestive Heart 

Failure at the Vincentian Home, McCandless Twp., Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, on August 5, 

1960. She is buried at Mt. Calvary Cemetery, per death record and obituary. Her mother’s 

obituary indicates she became a Registered Nurse but Gertrude’s obituary does not mention that. 

 

 


