
WILLIAM CUMMINGS RHODES 

Corporal, Company “B” 16th Infantry, 1st Division 

Died May 8, 1918 of Wounds Received in Action in France 

“The first Wheeling boy to give his life on France’s battlefield” 

 Researched & Presented by Linda Cunningham Fluharty. 

 

 

Photo for sale on ebay. 

Born on August 30, 1898, William Cummings Rhodes was the son of George Cummings Rhodes and Mary 

Glatz, married in Wheeling on November 28, 1893.  

At the time of the 1900 census, the Rhodes family lived on Market Street, Wheeling.  George C., 32, a 

Bricklayer, was born in September 1867. His wife, Mary, 27, was born in May 1876. Their children were 

James L., 5, born in October 1894, Arthie M. (dau), 4, born in April 1896, and William C., 1, born in August 

1898. 

In 1910, the George C. and Mary A. Rhodes lived on 12th Street, Wheeling, and Mr. Rhodes was employed 

as a “Paver.” The children were James L., Esther M. (apparently the name was misspelled in 1900), William 

C., Elizabeth A., Dorothy M., Loretta, and Helen C. 

No World War I Draft Registration is found for William, probably because he promptly enlisted on April 6, 

1917.  



 

 

The remains of William Rhodes were returned to the United States and he was buried at Mt. Wood 

Cemetery, Wheeling. 


