
ROBERT D. JOHNSON 

Private, Machine Gun Battalion, 1st Infantry Training Regt. 

Died of Pneumonia in France on September 12, 1918 

 Researched & Presented by Linda Cunningham Fluharty. 

Robert D. Johnson died of Pneumonia, according to the West Virginia Adjutant General’s Revised List of 

Deceased Soldiers, World War, January 1, 1922. 

Born on January 5, 1896 in Greggsville, Ohio County, West Virginia, Robert was the son of James W. 

Johnson and Dora E. Winesburg, married in Greggsville on November 14, 1894. Dora’s age was stated as 

22, and her birthplace was Ohio County. 

At the time of the 1900 census of Ohio County, James Johnson, 33, born in May 1867, and his wife, Dora 

E., 28, born in June 1872, lived in Liberty District. Their children were Robert D., 4, John W., 3, Mary C., 10 

months, and Myrtle, 13.  

By 1910, Dora E. Johnson, 38, was a widow, employed as a laundress, and a resident of Richland District, 

Ohio County, West Virginia. Children named in the 1910 census were John W., 13, Jennie E., 10, Bessie E., 

7, James L., 6, and George W., 5. – At that time, son, Robert Johnson, 15, was living with his maternal 

grandmother, Christina Winesburgh, a 63-year-old widow, and her son, George, in Richland Twp., Belmont 

County, Ohio. Robert was employed as a trapper in a coal mine.  

When he registered for the World War I Draft, Robert lived in the Edgewood section of Wheeling, 

employed as a coal miner. He was born in Greggsville. 

 



 

Robert’s remains were returned to the united States and he is buried at Stone Church Cemetery, Ohio 

County, West Virginia. 

 

The Robert D. Johnson, born in January 1896, and found in the 1900 census with James and Dora E. 

Johnson, is  this deceased soldier. The obituary is clearly an error. - Harvey B. Evans named in the article 

was, indeed, related to Robert, but was a cousin.  



Genealogy Note:  

• HARVEY BUTLER EVANS was born in Ohio County, West Virginia on May 25, 1868 to THOMAS 

EVANS and MARGARET GOFF, married in Marshall County on February 10, 1848. Margaret was 

the daughter of William Goff and Christina Wisecarver. Margaret died on December 27, 1868. 

• Margaret’s sister was LEAR/LEAH ELIZABETH GOFF, who married ELIJAH HUMMEL about 1842. 

Elijah and Elizabeth Hummel were the parents of CHRISTINA HUMMEL, the wife of WILLIAM 

WINESBURG. They were the parents of DORA EDITH WINESBURG, the mother of the soldier, 

Robert D. Johnson.  

• In the 1870 census, which was two years after Harvey Evan’s mother died, Harvey and his brother, 

Elijah, were living in Triadelphia in the home of ELIJAH and LEAR HUMMEL, Harvey’s maternal 

aunt and uncle. Elijah and Lear HUMMEL were the great -grandparents of Robert D. Johnson. - 

Also in the home was CHRISTINE HUMMEL, age 21, who married WILLIAM WINESBURG soon after 

that 1870 census was taken. They became the parents of DORA EDITH WINESBURG, who married 

JAMES W. JOHNSON in Wheeling in 1894.  

Robert D. Johnson’s father supposedly died in 1907 but his mother did not, although her whereabouts 

after 1910 are unknown. When daughter, Virginia/Jennie, married in 1920 at age 20, her “guardian” was 

Dora’s brother, Clarence Winesburg.   

Robert’s mother, Dora Edith Winesburg/Weinsberg Johnson, died in 1973 and she, too, is interred at the 

Stone Church Cemetery. Upon her death, a rather BIZARRE obituary for her appeared in a number of 

newspapers. Despite the available public records, some of which are presented here, the obituary states 

that Dora Edith Johnson was born June 12, 1849 at Jug Run, Belmont County, Ohio, making her nearly 124 

years of age at the time of her death. – Worse, her West Virginia death record, with the information 

provided by her daughter, Virginia Johnson Nickerson, states the same nonsense about her date of birth 

being 1849. - Sadly, the story has been liberally posted on the Internet. 

In fact, Dora Edith Johnson’s MOTHER, Christine Hummel was found with her parents, Elijah and Lear 

(Goff), in the 1850 & 1860 census records of Marshall County. In 1850, Christine was age 1. In 1870, the 

family lived in Triadelphia, Ohio County, and Christine was 21 and single. She didn’t marry William 

Winesburg until after that census. – Dora Edith Winesburg was born a year or two later. So, it was Dora’s 

MOTHER who was born about 1849, NOT Dora Edith. In the 1910 & 1920 census records, Christine 

Winesburg was living in Belmont county, Ohio. In 1920, her location was stated specifically as Jug Run, a 

location mentioned in the incredible obituary.   

The Social Security record for DORA EDITH JOHNSON states her birthday as June 12, 1871. She was 

probably about 100 years old when she died but she was certainly not 124!  

 


