
JAMES WILSON HITCHCOCK 

26th Infantry Regiment, 1st Division 

K.I.A. October 13, 1918; buried Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery, France 
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James Wilson Hitchcock, born in Wheeling on June 7, 1888, was the son of William Perry 

Hitchcock and Eleanorah Wilson. At the time of the 1900 census, the family lived on 17th Street, 

Wheeling, and James, 11, was employed as a packer in a glass house.  In 1910, James, 22, still 

living with his parents and siblings, possibly on Wetzel Street, was employed as a “tinner at 

corrugating works.” The father died in 1910. 

When James registered for the draft in 1917, he stated he was single. He also spelled his middle 

name as Willson. 

 



 

Wheeling Intelligencer, January 28, 1919: “Word has been received by Mrs. E. Hitchcock of East 

Wheeling that her son, Private James Hitchcock, has been severely wounded in action. He was 

with the Thirty-sixth [26th] Infantry of the First Division and left in May 1918 for Camp Lee, 

where he received his training. No details other than that he was wounded were received.” 

 

Sara Elnora Barnes Evans Hitchcock, born 1888, died on February 27, 1927 of Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. Her death record indicates that she was the widow of James W. Hitchcock; she had 

been previously married to Samuel Evans.  In the 1920 census, Sara E. Evans, 31, resided on 18th Street 

in Wheeling, with her mother, Jennie E. Barnes, and three daughters, Helen, Florence and Jessie, all with 

the surname Hitchcock. A marriage record is not found but Sara and James W. Hitchcock had these three 

daughters. – Sara is buried at Peninsula Cemetery. 

 


