
JOHN OREN EARNEST 

U. S. Army Private, Machine Gun Company, 148th Infantry Regiment  

Killed in Action in France on October 31, 1918 

Compiled by Linda Cunningham Fluharty. 

Born in Glen Easton, Marshall County, West Virginia, John Oren Earnest was the son of Owen Earnest and 

Maggie Belle Daugherty.   

In the 1900 census, the family is found in McMechen, Marshall County. The data is error-laden, but it is 

certainly this family, based on later information about the spouse and children. “O. C. Ernest” and wife, 

May, had four children, Maud May, Mary M., Hettie Ide, and John R. – According to Maggie’s obituary, 

Mr. Earnest died in 1904. There are newspaper articles about an Owen Earnest of Marshall County who 

was arrested for non-support of his family, and in 1904, he was sent to jail for 60 days. If this is the same 

Owen Earnest, he was alive in 1905.  No grave or death record has been located. 

Mary M. Earnest married James M. Reece in Wheeling in 1902. Maud May Earnest married George 

Winship in Wheeling in 1904.  

At the time of the 1910 census, Maggie Earnest, a widow, lived in Benwood, Marshall County. She had 

given birth to 6 children and 5 were living. The children at home were Hettie, 18, John, 16, and Harold, 9. 

John worked at the Tube Factory. - Hettie Earnest married Louis Kershkey in 1910 in Wheeling. She was 

later married to Delbert Kesterson.  

John Oren Earnest married Elsie Leona Roberts, born in Flushing, Ohio, on April 28, 1916, at Wheeling, 

Ohio County. 

When John O. Earnest registered for the World War I Draft, he was employed at National Tube Company 

in Benwood. He and his wife lived on Jacob Street, South Wheeling.  

 



John Oren Earnest’s brother, Harold Owen Earnest, traveled to France to find John’s body. 

 



 

Buried at McMechen Cemetery, Marshall County. 

Elsie Leona Roberts Earnest, the widow of John Oren Earnest, married Henry Leo Rose in St. Clairsville, 

Belmont County, Ohio on April 15, 1922. 

As stated in the articles about John’s death, his mother was “Maggie Yates” and “Mrs. John W. Yates.” 

She had married John W. Yates in Brooke County, West Virginia in 1915. Yet, when she died in 1947, her 

obituary doesn’t mention Mr. Yates. Maggie Earnest is buried at McMechen Cemetery. 

 


