
WILLIAM JOSEPH MURTY, also DAKAN 

Private, Company “L” 30th Infantry 

Died October 25, 1918 of Wounds Received in Action in France 

Compiled by Linda Cunningham Fluharty. 

Born in Wheeling on September 27, 1890, William Joseph Murty became the adopted (or foster) son of 

Alexander Dakan and Sophia Gschwender. Alexander Dakan and Sophia “Schwender” were married in 

Wheeling on January 9, 1872. In the 1880 census of Pease Township, Belmont County, Ohio, Alexander 

and Sophia had two daughters, Josephine 6 (born 1874), and Emma, 4 (born 1876). 

The 1890 Wheeling City Directory indicates that a boarder lived with the Alexander Dakan family.  

 

The boarder’s name is misspelled and was actually KEATING.  

 

At the time of the 1900 census, Alex and Sophia “Daken” resided at 2416 Eoff Street, Wheeling, with their 

son, William, age 9, born in September 1890. Alex was employed as a Catcher in a Roll Mill. 

In the 1910 census, William Joseph Dakan is described as their “ADOPTED SON.”  

William Joseph Dakan was 26 when he registered for the World War I Draft. 

 



WILLIAM JOSEPH DAKAN is also WILLIAM JOSEPH MURTY according to the United States, Veterans 

Administration Master Index, 1917-1940. It seems possible that he was raised using the surname DAKAN 

but had not been legally adopted. In any case, this writer believes his mother was ANNA KEATING, the 

boarder in the Dakan home in 1890. His father was MICHAEL MURTY. - The address on this card, 191 Alley 

14, is significant.  

 

The remains of William Joseph Dakan were returned to Wheeling and he was interred at Mt. Calvary 

Cemetery in September 1921.    

 



THE PARENTS OF WILLIAM JOSEPH MURTY/DAKAN 

The MURTY surname is Irish and is also found as MURPHY, even MURTAUGH & MURTHA. 

 

In Wheeling, Ohio County, at St. Joseph’s Cathedral, on April 11, 1891, PATRICK MURTY gave consent for 

his 18-year-old son, MICHAEL MURTY, born in Ireland, to marry ANNA KEATING, 21, born in Pittsburgh.  

The following legal action is not described.  

 

 

 

THE MOTHER, ANNA KEATING 

This writer believes that ANNIE KEATING gave birth to WILLIAM JOSEPH MURTY in 1890 while living with 

Alexander and Sophia Dakan. The father, MICHAEL MURTY, was threatened with jail and/or large fines 

over Annie’s claims of bastardy. The two married in the Catholic Church, but how long they were together 

is unknown. It is also not known if she was actually a widow, if they divorced, or if they had simply parted 

ways and didn’t divorce. It would not have been easy to divorce at that time, especially when she was 

aligned with the Catholic Church. She used her maiden name in subsequent records, for the most part, 

which would be unlikely if she was the widow of Michael Murty. 

But the child, William Joseph Murty, was raised as William Joseph Dakan. 



 

In the 1900 census, Annie Keating, 30, born in Pennsylvania, was employed as a Glass Worker and was a 

boarder at a home on alley H, near McColloch Street.   

Annie was not found in the census after 1900 but she is found in Wheeling City Directories, at the 

SAME ADDRESS shown for WILLIAM JOSEPH MURTY/DAKAN in the United States, Veterans 

Administration Master Index, 1917-1940. Her name varies and it appears that she chose to live 

as Anna Keating, a widow, perhaps a more acceptable status at that time.  

 

 

 

 

A Laundress: 

 

Anna Keating Murty/Murphy, born on March 2, 1870 in Pittsburgh, daughter of Patrick Keating & Mary 

Dean, died on July 8, 1935 in Wheeling. Her death record states she was a widow, and her spouse was 

Michael Murphy. Her tombstone at Mt. Calvary Cemetery reads, “ANNA KEATING.” Her obituary states 

that her son, WILLIAM MURPHY, was KILLED DURING THE WORLD WAR. 

 



In her extensive will, Anna Keating Murphy is identified as “Anna Keating Murphy, also known as Anna 

Keating Murty.” Her will names four siblings: Mary, Delia (Kennedy), Michael and Patrick. The two 

brothers lived in Shadyside, Ohio, and the will states that she had lived for a time in Shadyside, Belmont 

County, Ohio, and she made her last will there in 1932. It also states that Anna left no spouse.  

 

 

THE FATHER, MICHAEL MURTY 

All that is known for certain is that Anna Keating claimed Michael Murty fathered her child and 

they married in 1891. After that, Anna was on her own, without her child, who was raised by the 

Dakans and tragically lost his life in the war.  



Despite minor conflicts in records, I believe the following Michael Murty, son of Patrick, is the 

father of William Joseph Murty/Dakan. If I am wrong, I will correct it. (lcflu@aol.com) 

There was a Patrick Murty who immigrated from Ireland with his family in the mid-1880s. His 

wife was Anna Gallagher, although their son, Michael, later stated in records that his mother was 

Anna White. It was actually his maternal grandmother whose maiden was White/Whyte.  The 

children of Patrick and Anna Murty were Michael, Delia (Brannen), Mary (Klieves) and Winifred.   

 

The family was missed in the 1900 census, but they are found in Wheeling City Directories. Not 

all are presented here but they stayed in the same area of Jacob Street, 2202 & 2204.  

After the marriage of Michael Murty to Annie Keating, nothing is known about his whereabouts 

until closer to 1900, as shown in the 1898 City Directory.  

On December 24, 1906, in Monroe County, Michigan, Michael Murty, 31, married Mollie Miller. 

Michael was described as born in Virginia, residing in Chicago, Illinois, father “Frank” and mother 

Anna White. Mollie, 30, the daughter of Charles Miller and Marie Baker, was born in West Virginia 

and was living in Toledo, Ohio. Neither married previously. (Some misinformation in the record.) 

Michael & Mollie returned to Wheeling and are in the 1910 census - spelled “Murphy” - residing 

at 2119 Jacob Street. The parents, Patrick, 69, and Anna Murty, 64, lived at 2204 Jacob Street 

with daughter, Winnie, 28. All were born in Ireland and immigrated in 1886 (year varies in 

records). Mr. Murty was a Naturalized Citizen.  

 



Anna Gallagher Murty died on July 29, 1916. Patrick Murty died July 12, 1916. Son, Michael 

Murty, 2119 Jacob Street, gave the information for his father’s death record but he is not named 

in his mother’s obituary. They are buried at Mt. Calvary Cemetery. 

In 1930, Michael and Mollie lived at 315 South Huron Street, Wheeling Island. Michael died in 

1934 and he is buried at Greenwood Cemetery. At that time, his address was 75 Indiana Street. 

As stated earlier, Michael’s mother’s maiden name was Gallagher, not White. 

Mollie’s death record and obituary verify, by stating her parents’ names, that they were, 

indeed, the couple who married in 1906 in Michigan. 

 

 


