TINGLE WOODS CULBERTSON
First Lieutenant, 318 Infantry Regiment, 80" Division

K.I.A. October 5, 1918; buried Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery, France

Compiled by Linda Cunningham Fluharty

Passport Photo, 1916

Born in Wheeling on January 16, 1886, per birth record, Tingle W. Culbertson was the son of John Dickey
Culbertson and Sarah McF. “Sallie” Tingle, married in Wheeling on August 23, 1870. Biographies indicate
that the family moved to Allegheny County, Pennsylvania when Tingle was about 14.

At the time of the 1900 census, Tingle W. Culbertson, birth stated as January 1887, was a “Scholar” at a
Philadelphia school.

In 1910, John D. Culbertson and Sallie lived in Edgeworth, Allegheny County. Mr. Culbertson was the
“Treasurer, Tube Company.” The children at home were John D., Jr., Viola W., and Tingle W.

The father, John Dickey Culbertson, died in Pennsylvania on March 13, 1912. His remains are in a crypt at
Greenwood Cemetery, Wheeling. (His wife died in 1929 and she is interred there, as well.)

On February 28, 1916, Tingle Woods Culbertson stated on his passport application that he wanted to
travel to France from New York City on March 4, 1916, “On hospital work with American Ambulance.”

In France, he served with the American Field Service (AFS) as an ambulance driver on the Western Front.
His incredible experiences are told in letters home, which are presented in a comprehensive biography,
Biography of Tingle Woods Culbertson by Connie Ruzich.



https://meuse-argonne.com/?p=1585

When Tingle registered for the World War | Draft, he was in Officers’ Trainlng School at Fort Niagra, New
York, and had formerly worked in the Steel Business, National Tube. He said he spent 9 months in France

as an ambulance driver.

Wheeling Intelligencer, 14 Aug 1917
' Rocelvos Comm'ssion.
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The Daily Princetonian, 3 June 1919

ESTATE LEFT TO PRINCETON Story of His Death. |

“October 4th, at 3:45 a. m., your|

BY LATE LT' CULBERTSON son led his company's advance pla-

toon against the enemy. As the bat-
talion jumped off, the counter-barrage |

Alumnus Killed in Action in Argonne
—Had Seen Varied Career in
Service.

fell upon us, literally tearing the for-
!'ward platoon to shreds; but the rear
| wave kept on toward the Bois des |
Iﬂgnns, just one kilometre north of |

| Word has been rececived that Licu-
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tenant Tingle W. Culbertson "t1, who Nantillois, which is itself on the west

was killed in the Argonne on October | bank of the Meuse several kilometres
sth, 1918, has left his estate to north of Montfaucon. Passing over
Princeton University and to his a gentle crest we came under a heavy

brother. This: generosity calls to machine-gun barrage, Those who en- |

G 3 ) z P tered the wood were met by a tre-|
mind his heroic death and his varied
mendous barrage and were unable to
hold their ground, falling back to the
crest short of the wood. Somewhere

between the crest and the wood your |

career in the service,

Licutenant Culbertson went {0
France in 1916 to serve in the Amer-
ican Ambulance and was on board the
“Sussex” when she was torpedoed in
the English Channel in April of that |
year. When this country entered the |

son was last seen advancing, A Ser-
| gecant who was with him declares he
was blown to pieces by a high ex-
plosive shell, ***Careful search of the
! field was made under my orders for
all dead and wounded. Many we
found,—all, in fact, but 115 men and
Licutenant Culbertson. No trace was
ever found of him, no body or equip-
ment.”

war he returned from France and
trained at Fort Niagara, where he
was commissioned. He returned a
little later to France as a licutenant
in the 318th Infantry Regiment of the
8oth Division and saw considerable

service before the great push of Oc-
tober in which he lost his life. The
following is an extract from a letter
written to Lieutenant Culbertson's

Although, at the time this was writ-
ten, it was thought that he might
have been taken prisoner, no trace of

him has since been found and he was
evidently killed in this attack. His
. : officers and associates in the service
his heroic death. ; : : 3

2 Vs = % 5 had nothing but praise for him, and
he is a shining example of Princeton’s
| sacrifice in the war,

mother by his commanding officer,
and describes the circumstances of

An article in The Standard Union, Brooklyn, New York, stated that scholarships were established at
Princeton University to honor the heroes of World War I. One was established in the name of Tingle
Woods Culbertson, Princeton Class of 1911.



Pittsburgh Press, 10 Jul 1921

TO UNVEIL MEMORIAL -
WINDOWS TO SOLDIERS.

The memory of two members of the

and Charles Cor
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A Recent Gift: The Lieutenant T ingle Woods Culbertson Collection

The Sewickley Valley Historical Society was recently

presented with a series of items concerning Tingle Woods

Culbertson by Culbertson’s great-niece and namesake,
Tingle Culbertson Barnes of Allison Park, Pennsylvania. The
Culbertsons are an old Sewickley Valley family. Mr. and Mrs. John
D. Culbertson lived in “Seven Gables.” at the corner of Academy
Avenue and Creek Drive.

The photo at right shows Lt. Tingle Woods Culbertson, left, and
nephew John Dickey Culbertson ITI, father of the donor, right.

Tingle Culbertson served in France in 1916 as a volunteer driver
for the American Field Service with the American Ambulance
Corps. He was on board the Sussex, a French cross-channel ferry,
when it was torpedoed in error by the German submarine U-29 on
March 24, 1916. The damaged vessel was able to proceed to the
French port of Boulogne, but there were 80 casualties, including 25
Americans. The United States protested the slaughter of innocents,
and the Germans for a time scaled back submarine operations in
the English Channel and the Mediterranean.

Culbertson later enlisted in the U. S. Army. He was killed by a
shell on October 4, 1918, as he was leading the first platoon of
Company H of the 318th Regiment up a hill called 274 in the Bois
des Ogeons region near Verdun, France. He is buried in the Meuse-
Argonne American Cemetery in Romagne, France.

The heart of the collection consists of two leather-bound albums,
composed by the family at home, which include letters from the
field, many photographs (among which are several of the Sussex
incident), Tingle’s AFS passport, his orders, clippings and maps.




