
TINGLE WOODS CULBERTSON 

First Lieutenant, 318th Infantry Regiment, 80th Division 

K.I.A. October 5, 1918; buried Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery, France 

Compiled by Linda Cunningham Fluharty 

 

Passport Photo, 1916 

Born in Wheeling on January 16, 1886, per birth record, Tingle W. Culbertson was the son of John Dickey 

Culbertson and Sarah McF. “Sallie” Tingle, married in Wheeling on August 23, 1870. Biographies indicate 

that the family moved to Allegheny County, Pennsylvania when Tingle was about 14.  

At the time of the 1900 census, Tingle W. Culbertson, birth stated as January 1887, was a “Scholar” at a 

Philadelphia school.  

In 1910, John D. Culbertson and Sallie lived in Edgeworth, Allegheny County. Mr. Culbertson was the 

“Treasurer, Tube Company.” The children at home were John D., Jr., Viola W., and Tingle W.  

The father, John Dickey Culbertson, died in Pennsylvania on March 13, 1912. His remains are in a crypt at 

Greenwood Cemetery, Wheeling.  (His wife died in 1929 and she is interred there, as well.) 

On February 28, 1916, Tingle Woods Culbertson stated on his passport application that he wanted to 

travel to France from New York City on March 4, 1916, “On hospital work with American Ambulance.”  

In France, he served with the American Field Service (AFS) as an ambulance driver on the Western Front. 

His incredible experiences are told in letters home, which are presented in a comprehensive biography,  

Biography of Tingle Woods Culbertson by Connie Ruzich. 

https://meuse-argonne.com/?p=1585


When Tingle registered for the World War I Draft, he was in Officers’ Trainlng School at Fort Niagra, New 

York, and had formerly worked in the Steel Business, National Tube. He said he spent 9 months in France 

as an ambulance driver. 

 

 

 



 

An article in The Standard Union, Brooklyn, New York, stated that scholarships were established at 

Princeton University to honor the heroes of World War I. One was established in the name of Tingle 

Woods Culbertson, Princeton Class of 1911. 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

    


