
JOHN FREW COWL 

Seaman 2nd Class, United States Naval Reserve Force  

Died at Sea of Spanish Influenza October 6, 1918  

Compiled by Linda Cunningham Fluharty. 

Born in Wheeling on May 18, 1891, John Frew Cowl was the son of John T. Cowl and Martha Ann Clator, 

both born in West Virginia, and married in Wheeling on December 19, 1871. 

At the time of the 1900 census, the family lived on 16th Street, Wheeling.  Mr. Cowl was Superintendent 

of the Mail Department. Children at home were Fred E., Frank S., Harry C., Earl A., John F., James L., and 

Mamie Nichols, a married daughter born in 1878. By 1910, the family had moved to South Broadway, 

Wheeling Island. Only John Frew and James L. were still at home.   

 

 



From Officers and Enlisted Men of the United States Naval Service Who Died During the World War: 

“COWL, JOHN FREW, Seaman, 2nd class, USNRF, (father, John Cowl, 37 Broadway, Wheeling, W.Va.; 

enlisted Parkersburg, W.Va., May 21, 1918), USS Mercy, ex-liner Saratoga, hospital ship (ID-1305, later 

AH-4), served along US East Coast, respiratory disease, October 6, 1918.” 

John Frew Cowl is buried at Greenwood Cemetery, Wheeling. 

 


