
WILLIAM FRANKLIN CONAWAY 

U. S. Army Private, Company “A” 107th Machine Gun Battalion, 28th Division  

Died of Cerebrospinal Meningitis April 1, 1919; buried St. Mihiel American Cemetery, France  

Compiled by Linda Cunningham Fluharty. 

This soldier has been overlooked by many researchers of his family. For that reason, more family 

information is included here. – The name is spelled as both Conoway and Conaway.  

William Franklin Conaway, born on August 14, 1893, was the son of James M. Conaway, born in 1870, and 

Laura Belle Greene, born in 1871. They were married in Ohio County in 1893 and lived on Wood Street, 

Ritchie District, Ohio County, at the time of the 1900 census. Mrs. Conaway had given birth to 3 children 

and 2 were living, according to the record. They were William F., 6, born in August 1893, and Lida M., 1, 

born in May 1899. 

The birthdate of August 14, 1893 is from William’s Draft Registration and is the same month & year found 

in the 1900 census.  But according to the West Virginia birth record, W. F. Conaway, son of James and 

Laura, was born on October 15, 1893 in Ohio County.  The error might be on the part of the state or 

county, as the original birth record was transcribed into the alphabetical list. 

 

William Franklin Conaway has been missed by many researchers because they, understandably, read his 

name in the 1900 census as “William H.” However, if one looks at the uppercase “F” in other entries, 

including the “F” to indicate female, it is apparent that William’s middle initial was “F.”      

 



 

The father, James M. Conaway, born on November 3, 1867 in Ritchie County, West Virginia, died of 

Tuberculosis at 32-26th St., Wheeling, on July 24, 1907. At the time of his death, he was a Coal Miner.  

 
This is where he died, yet one of two death records state his usual residence as Benwood. 

 

 

Wheeling resident, Laura B. Conaway, a widow, died of Tuberculosis on January 29, 1911 in McMechen, 

Marshall County, while visiting relatives. She is buried at McMechen Cemetery. 



 

This writer believes the aforementioned James and Laura are William Franklin Conaway’s parents. 

However, there is an unresolved conflict in Laura’s obituary, which says she died at the home of her son-

in-law, William Rader, in McMechen. Many years later, when Laura’s daughter, Lydia Conaway Johns 

Pavlik, died in Indiana, the person giving the information for her death record stated Lydia’s mother’s 

maiden name was Rader. It seems there was some connection to the Rader family. The soldier and his 

sister, Lydia, were young when their parents died and it is not clear with whom Lydia, about 12 years of 

age, lived after her mother’s death. 

When U. S. Army Private William Franklin Conaway departed for France from Newport News, Virginia on 

July 18, 1918, his emergency contact was his sister, Lydia Johns, Marshall Street, McMechen, West 

Virginia. She was Lydia May Conaway, born in Ohio County, West Virginia, per marriage record. She 

married William Harris Johns on April 28, 1917 in McMechen, Marshall County. Her husband died in 1929 

in Indiana. She married Pete Pavlik in Indiana in 1931. Pete was actually from McMechen and was a close 

neighbor of Lydia Conaway Johns in the 1920 census of Marshall County.  

 



 

 
McMechen is where William’s sister - his next of kin – resided.  


