
FRANCIS BOYER 

U. S. Army Private, HQ Company 316th Infantry Regiment, 79th Division 

Killed in Action October 29, 1918*; buried at Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery, France 

Compiled by Linda Cunningham Fluharty. 

*Conflicts regarding date of death.  

Francis Boyer was born in Manheim, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania on August 31, 1886 to Charles Boyer 

and Martha R. Ober. Mrs. Boyer died in 1890. The father remarried and is found in the 1900 census of 

Manheim with 4 children: Harry, 19, Jerome, 18, Girtrude, 16, and Elsie, 11. The whereabouts of Francis 

is unknown. 

In 1910, the family still lived in Manheim. The father, Charles, was a Butcher in a Slaughter House. Boyer 

children at home were Harvey, 28, Jerome, 25, and Francis, 21.     

When Francis registered for the World War I Draft in June 1917, he said he worked at Jerome Boyer’s 

Carpet Cleaning business in Wheeling, West Virginia. Jerome was his brother. The earliest newspaper 

advertisement found for Jerome’s business was in 1916. 

 

 



 

The gravestone in France states the death date as October 29, 2018.    

It does not appear that Francis Boyer was in Wheeling for very long. No obituary has been found. 

Jerome Boyer stayed in Wheeling and died there in 1942. At the time of his death, he was a Dry Cleaner 

Proprietor.  

 

 

 


