
JOHN HARRIS “HARRY” BOORD 

U. S. Army? - Perhaps not 

Died of Pneumonia October 18, 1918 in New York After Falling from Scaffold 

Compiled by Linda Cunningham Fluharty. 

No records of military service for John Harris Boord have been found. His name appears, with 

few details, in the West Virginia Archives & History Memory Project list as one who died during 

service in the U. S. Army.   

John Harris Boord is stated as John Boord in the West Virginia birth records but his father’s name 

is misstated as C. E. rather than H. E.  The birth record is in the list of 1890 births. 

 

Harry, born in Wheeling, was the son of Harris Elmer Boord and Mary Anna Cain, residents of 

Market Street, Wheeling, at the time of the 1900 census. Harris was a Railroad Conductor. Mary 

had given birth to 5 children and 4 were living: Zellah, 17, Charlie, 14, Bernard, 11, and Harry, 9. 

Harry’s birth is stated as January 1891. In 1910, the family lived on 20th Street, Wheeling, and the 

children at home were Charles E., Thomas B., and John H.   

In the 1909 Wheeling City Directory, the Boord sons are listed as Charles E., J. Harry, and T. 

Bernard. 

When John Harris Boord registered for the World War I Draft, he was living in Wheeling and was 

employed there. He said he was married. 

 



Harry’s obituary does not state military service. It indicates he was a “former” resident of 

Wheeling and had gone to Camp Lee (Virginia) with his brother, Bernard. They got separated, it 

says, and Harry was “sent” from Camp Lee to New York. Bernard enlisted in the U. S. Army on 

May 28, 1918, but there is no record of John Harris Boord’s enlistment – or Harry Boord’s.  

In New York, Harry had an accident “a few weeks” before his death on October 18, so the accident 

would have been in September 1918. At that time, it had been about 4 months since Harry and 

his brother were allegedly “separated” at Camp Lee. Perhaps Harry was never inducted into the 

U. S. Army.  

Harry had fallen from a scaffold and was seriously injured, according to the obituary, but he must 

have contracted pneumonia, which was the cause of his death, per the West Virginia death 

records.   

 

John Boord’s surname was spelled BOARD in the New York Death Index and the information from 

that record was then reproduced in the West Virginia death record. – He is buried at Mt. Calvary 

Cemetery, Wheeling. 



His brother, Bernard T. Boord, served in the U. S. Army Military Police in France during the war. 

He died of Pulmonary Tuberculosis in 1956 at the Veterans’ Hospital in Pittsburgh. He is buried 

at Mt. Calvary Cemetery, Wheeling. The following August 1918 article about Bernard Boord sheds 

light on some family history.  

 

 


