
WILLIAM SIDNEY BAER 

Lieutenant, U. S. Army Aviator  

Died in Plane Crash in Texas on June 20, 1919 

Compiled by Linda Cunningham Fluharty. 

Lieutenant William Baer did NOT die during World War I but he was a pilot with the U. S. Army and lost 

his life while on duty in 1919. He died of shock following injuries sustained when his plane crashed in Del 

Rio, Texas.  

William was the son of Marcus Baer, born in 1854, and married at Wheeling on January 9, 1889 to Serelda 

Swabacher, a daughter of William Swabacher. Marcus Baer died on January 28, 1896. 

At the time of the 1900 census of Wheeling, Seralda Baer, born in January 1860, was living on Main Street, 

Wheeling with her daughter, Carrie M., born in September 1879, and her son, William S., born in July 

1890. Seralda’s father, William Swabacher, was also in the home, as well as a servant.   

Carrie May Baer married Emanuel Berger, a lawyer, and they resided in Detroit, Michigan. 

 
 

Seralda Swabacher Baer died of a goiter in Detroit, Michigan on March 25, 1909. She is buried at 

Greenwood Cemetery, Wheeling. 

At the time of the 1910 census, William Baer was living with Emanuel and Carrie May Emanuel in Detroit.  

He registered for the World War I Draft while living in Kentucky. 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

William is buried at Greenwood Cemetery. 



William Sidney Baer was the son of Marcus Baer and the grandson of German Immigrant, Simon Baer. 
 

From "HISTORY OF THE UPPER OHIO VALLEY," Vol. I, page 217. 

Brant & Fuller, 1890. 

SIMON BAER 

 

Simon Baer, deceased, the subject of this sketch, was one of Wheeling's most 

prominent and extensive wholesalers, and was the founder of the mammoth house 

of Simon Baer's Sons, which is decidedly the largest wholesale grocery and 

coffee-roasting establishment in West Virginia, doing a larger volume of 

business than any grocery house in the state and equaling that of the larger 

houses of Pittsburgh and other cities west of the Allegheny mountains.  Simon 

Baer was born in Stebbach, Grand Duchy of Baden, Germany, in 1813, emigrated to 

the United States in 1866, and died in Wheeling in 1884. Upon his arrival in 

this city in 1866, Mr. Baer at once engaged in business, purchasing the wholesale 

grocery house of Simon Harkheimer, his brother-in-law.  He continued in business 

by himself, meeting with success, until 1876, when he admitted his son Benjamin 

into the business, the firm name becoming that of Simon Baer & Son.  In 1880,  

Marcus and Bernhart, two other sons, were admitted, and the firm name became 

Simon Baer & Sons.  Upon the death of Benjamin Baer in 1884, the above firm was 

dissolved, Mr. Simon Baer retiring from business, immediately the firm of "Simon 

Baer's Sons" was formed by Henry, Marcus and Bernhard Baer, and to this firm 

Ernest Baer was admitted in 1889.  
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The firm of Simon Baer's Sons was formed by Henry, Marcus and Bernhard Baer, 

and to this firm Ernest Baer was admitted in 1889. During all the years this 

house has been before the public it has prospered, and the business has increased 

in volume from year to year, until it is now the acme of success.  Their business 

extends all over West Virginia, western Pennsylvania, Maryland, and eastern 

Ohio, and the annual amount of business reaches $1,500,000.  They are the 

proprietors of the celebrated "Pan Handle" house for the roasting of coffee, 

having a large establishment for that exclusive purpose. Simon Baer was married 

at Freudenthal, Wurtemberg, Germany, to Caroline Horkheimer, who was a sister 

to Simon Horkheimer, deceased, one of Wheeling's leading merchants and 

manufacturers.  Her death occurred in this city in 1876. To their union six 

sons and six daughters were born, nine of whom survive. All members of the firm 

of Simon Baer's Sons were born in Stebbach, Grand Duchy of Baden, Germany, as 

follows: Henry Baer was born in 1843, and was married at Wheeling in 1867, to 

Miss Henrietta Horkheimer, sister to Henry, Morris, and Bernard Horkheimer, 

well-known business men of this city, they composing the firm of Horkheimer 

Bros., wood dealers.  Mr. Baer is prominent in business affairs, as vice 

president of Standard Insurance company, director in Mutual Savings Bank, 

stockholder in Hobbs Glass house, stockholder in Central Oil company, and 

director and one of the vice presidents of the Chamber of Commerce.  Marcus 

Baer was born in 1854, and was married at Wheeling on January 9, 1889, to Miss 

Serelda Swabacher, a daughter of William Swabacher. Bernard Baer was born in 

1857, and was married at Wheeling in 1881, to Miss Sallie Levy, daughter of 

David Levy.  Ernest Baer was born in 1862, and was married at Wheeling in 1887, 

to Miss Lillian Gutman, daughter of David Gutman, of the firm of M. Gutman & 

Co., extensive wholesale and retail clothiers of this city. 

 

 


