
LADIES OF THE G.A.R.  

Booklet owned & presented by Linda Cunningham Fluharty.   

Apologies for the quality, but the booklet is very fragile and could not be scanned.    

  

Notes about some of the ladies mentioned....  

In this booklet, "Ladies of the G. A. R.," Amanda V. Riggs was the President at the time of publication, circa 1909. Pictured below her 

is Lillian Riggs, identified as her daughter.  At that time, it says Amanda's husband was "Comrade Riggs of the J. C. Caldwell Post."     

Amanda V. Riggs, the former Amanda V. Connor, was born February 6, 1858, the d/o Edward Connor and Sarah Dowler of Marshall 

County. She married W. F. Keyser August 10, 1881. She was a widow, age 43, when she married Civil War Veteran, William Marshall 

Riggs, a widower, age 57, on March 20, 1901 in Marshall County.   

Apparently, Amanda Connor and W. F. Keyser had a daughter, Lillian Edna Keyser. Lillian married Ryland L. Riggs on January 7, 1905 in 

Moundsville. Ryland was one of numerous children of William Marshall Riggs and his first wife, Mary Harris, who had lived in Doddridge 

County. Ryland died May 27, 1908 at age 39. At the time of the 1910 Federal Census, Lilian E. Riggs, daughter-in-law of William M. 

(and d/o Amanda), was residing with William and Amanda. Also in the home was Mary Ursula Riggs, Ryland's daughter from a previous 

marriage. - On August 15, 1912, Lillian Riggs married Chester L. Wilkinson.   

During the Civil War, William Marshall Riggs served in Company "E" 3rd West Virginia Infantry, which became the 6th West Virginia 

Cavalry. He mustered in July 5, 1861 and then re-enlisted February 1, 1864.  

Born March 19, 1844 in Tyler County, William was the son of Alexander Riggs and Margaret Thomas. In the 3rd Infantry, William was 

an orderly to General Averill.  He was captured at New Creek, Va., Nov 28, 1864. He was exchanged and returned to duty April 11, 

1865, which was near the end of the war.  Possibly because he still had time to serve, he might have continued with the cavalry in 

campaigns in the west. From his Service Record, dated Jan 18, 1868: "Tried on the charge of mutiny and sentenced to be dishonorably 

discharged, with loss of all pay and allowances due or to become due and imprisoned in the Missouri State Penitentiary for five years, 

G.O. #12 Department of the Missouri Series of 1865."   

The circumstances of that conviction in Missouri are not known, but after the war, he lived in Doddridge County, West Virginia and 

raised a large family. In 1887, he applied for and received a government pension, Certificate #435284, so the criminal issue must have 

been resolved.   

After his wife died, he moved to Marshall County where he was a Justice of the Peace and worked as a guard at the state prison. He 

was active in the G.A.R. and was a member of the J. C. Caldwell Post G.A.R. in Moundsville.   

William Marshall Riggs died January 27, 1929 and he is buried at Greenlawn Cemetery, Moundsville.  His wife, Amanda V. Connor 

Keyser Riggs, applied for and received a Widow's pension based on her husband's service. She died March 20, 1938 and she is buried 

at Allen Grove Cemetery, Sherrard.  

Anna Parker Hall  

http://www.wvgw.net/ohio/nurses/cw-parkerhall.htm  

Miss Nellie Cozad, named as the Patriotic Instructor, was never married. Born in Ohio on December 21, 1887, she was the daughter of  

Samuel Claudius Cozad and Laura Bash.  She is found in Wheeling City Directories.  According to her death record, she resided at  

Woodruff, Marshall County until she was removed to the Magnolia Nursing Home in Sistersville, Tyler County. She died June 13, 1957.     

  



  

  



  



  



  



 



  

  



  



  



  



 



  



 



 



  



  



  


