
RAYMOND CARL RICHMOND 

U. S. Army Air Force Technical Sergeant 

Flight Engineer, 881st Bomb Squadron, 500th Bomb Group, 20th Air Force  

Died May 25-26 in a fire while a POW at Tokyo Military Prison  

Compiled by Linda Cunningham Fluharty. 

 

Raymond Carl Richmond 

(Photo provided by Doug Comella.) 

Note: Tech. Sergeant Raymond Carl Richmond has been memorialized on several other websites. 

Since he was born in Marshall County, he is being honored here, as well.  

Raymond Carl Richmond, born in Marshall County on October 19, 1919, was the son of Joshua 

Litten Richmond and Susannah Myers, married in Marshall County on May 27, 1898.  

At the time of the 1920 Federal Census of Cameron District, Marshall County, Joshua L. Richmond and his 

wife, “Anna,” were the parents of Charles E., 20, Floyd R., 18, Bula M., 15, and Reymond C., 2 months.  



In 1930, the family resided in Meade District, Marshall County. “Liton J. Richmond” was employed as a 

“Foreman Public Roads.” He and Anna had one child at home, Reymond C., age 10. 

Raymond was not readily found in the 1940 census. At the time of his WWII Draft Registration, he was a 

resident of RD#3 Proctor, which is Wetzel County.  

 

 



On January 8, 1943, Raymond C. Richmond, born October 19, 1919 at RD#1 Glen Easton, Marshall County, 

married Alberta C. Wade, born February 28, 1923 at Paden City, Wetzel County. They were married by 

Edward Michael Flanigan, Minister of the Presbyterian Church, Moundsville.  His parents were J. L. & Anna. 

Her parents were Joseph H. and Hazel.   

The following information was provided by Doug Comella. 

“Sgt. Richmond was a member of the Lt. Edward G. Law Crew when their B-29 was shot down 2 

April 1945. One of the 11 men died in the crash and 10 survived. One of the survivors was sent 

to the Omori POW Camp and in May, the 9 remaining were transferred to the Tokyo Military 

Prison. They all died the night of 25-26 May 1945 when the prison caught fire during a B-29 

mission. All the Japanese prisoners were released. But none of the 62 POWs. Sgt Richmond is one 

of these and his remains are currently unidentified.”  

 

 
The men in the 1st Lt. Edward Getty Law Crew of the 500th Bomb Group 

taken at Pyote Army Air Field, 20 January 1945. 
 

“The crew was transferred to Kearney Army Air Field, Nebraska, and then flew on a B-29 to Saipan, arriving 
late February 1945. The B-29 was shot down during the mission the night of 1-2 April 1945. Lt Law 
remained with the aircraft and was killed in the crash. The other 10 men were able to parachute safely to 
the ground but were captured and taken to the Tokyo Kempei Tai Headquarters. One of the men, Sgt. Ray 
F. Hopper, was transferred to the Omori POW Camp while the others were sent to the Tokyo Military 



Prison.  They died on May 26, 1945 during a fire raid on Tokyo when the Japanese prisoners were released 
but these American men were not.” 
 

 

 
Sergeant McNeill didn’t sign the image. 



The men who died in this fire at the Tokyo Military Prison are memorialized on the Sea Tablets of the 
Missing at Honolulu Memorial Honolulu, Hawaii. They were awarded the Air Medal and the Purple Heart. 
 

~~~~~~~~ 
The following article appeared in the Wheeling Intelligencer:  

 
 

Raymond C. Richmond’s widow, Alberta Christina Richmond, age 24, married Urban Gregory Klug, 24, at 

New Martinsville, Wetzel County, on November 29, 1947. She died August 21, 1971 and is buried at St. 

Joseph’s Cemetery.  

The soldier’s mother, (Susannah) Anna Richmond, died on February 9, 1951 in Moundsville. She is buried 

at Salem Church of Christ Cemetery, Marshall County.   

The father, Joshua Litton Richmond, 79, married Ella (Crow) Richmond, 70, on March 19, 1955 at 

Moundsville. Ella was the widow of James Spencer Richmond who died in 1941. Joshua died January 28, 

1968 at Moundsville General Hospital. Ella died in 1971. All of these folks are buried at Salem Church of 

Christ Cemetery, Marshall County.  


