
LT. NAT BROWNFIELD FREY 

“Nat B. Frey” 

U. S. Navy - Lost in the Battle of the Java Sea, 1942 

 



 

The son of Lewis Beall Frey and Isabelle Moore McMackin, Nat was born in Uniontown, Fayette 

County, Pennsylvania on November 19, 1890.  His siblings were Samuel, Hellen, Charles and 

Harriet. His mother died in September 1896.  

The father, Lewis Beall Frey, then married Ella Craft and had additional children: Caroline Mary, 

Lewis Beall, Henry Gilmore and Irene Ella.  

 Father, Lewis Beall Frey, a former saloon keeper in Moundsville, died in 1906 and is buried at 

Mt. Rose Cemetery, Moundsville.  



 



In New Jersey, in 1911, Nat B. Frey married Ilena Gale, born in Baltimore. She died in 1920. 

 

 

With Ilena Gale, Nat had a son, Nathaniel Brownsfield Frey, born in Baltimore, Maryland on January 7, 

1914, and Earl Wells Frey, born about 1916. 

In 1922, Nat B. Frey married Myrtle D. Weber. 

 

In the 1930 Census, Nathaniel Frey, Electrical Engineer, U.S. Navy, lived in Long Beach, Los Angeles, 

California with Myrtle, Naomi V., 16, and Ruth L. (Lufkin) Frey, 19. Naomi and Ruth were the daughters of 

Myrtle and her first husband, James Weber.  

In 1940, Nat B and Myrtle D. Frey lived in San Diego, California. Her daughter, Naomi, 26, lived with them. 

Her surname is stated as Frey, however. 

Myrtle Dorothy Luskin/Lufkin Frey, born in New Jersey 18 Nov 1892, died on 20 Nov 1942 at San Diego. 

As the wife of Nat B. Frey, she is buried at Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery, San Diego.   

The death of Nat Brownfield Frey occurred on February 27, 1942. He was declared "Missing In 

Action" when the Langley was attacked by Japanese dive bombers during the war. He is named on the 

Manila American Cemetery Memorial at Manila, Capital District, National Capital Region, 

Philippines.  He was awarded a Purple Heart. 

 



 


