
JAMES W. SNEDEKER 

Wagoner 

Company “A” 30th Iowa Infantry 

Died of Typhoid Fever on March 17, 1863 

Researched & Compiled by Linda Cunningham Fluharty 

James W. Snedeker, born in Marshall County, (W) Virginia about 1833, was the son of Garret(t) Snedeker 

(1797-1859) and Mary Hanson Miller (1804-1887).  The family is found in the 1850 Federal Census of 

Marshall County:  

SNEDEKER (465) 

Garrett...Farmer...$7000...51-M...VA 

Mary...45-F...VA 

Charles...21-M...VA 

Rebecca...15-F...VA 

James...17-M...VA 

John...13-M...VA 

Samuel...11-M...VA 

Milkah...9-M...VA 

Joseph...6-M...VA 

Thomas H...3-M...VA 

Wayt, Reuben...4-M...VA 

Wayt, Jonas H...3-M...VA 

James W. Snedeker married Mary Jane Scott in Wheeling, Ohio County, (W) Virginia on October 19, 

1854. She was born in Ross County, Ohio, the daughter of James and Lydia M. Scott. 

In 1860, James and Mary J. Snedeker were residing in Charleston Twp., Lee County, Iowa with their one 

year-old son, Albert. Mary’s parents had also moved to Iowa, and the mother died in 1863. 

On September 23, 1862, James mustered in as a Private in Company “A” of the 30th Iowa Infantry 

Regiment; he served as a wagoner. He contracted Typhoid Fever and died on March 17, 1863. At the 

time of his death, he had two children, Mary Ida and Amanda Virginia. Albert ‘s death must have 

occurred prior to the death of the soldier.  

Mary Jane Snedeker died on February 9, 1865.  The children had a guardian, Gavin Hamilton, but they 

moved to Marshall County, West Virginia prior to the 1870 census, at which time they were living in 

Washington District with John and Rebecca (Morgan) Goudy. In 1880, they were living with John Goudy;  

one of the Snedeker women had a daughter, Mollie Snedeker, age 1.  



Amanda Snedeker married Newell Clark in Iowa in 1889.  

Mary Ida married James Richard McCombs on November 30, 1882 in West Alexander, Pennsylvania 

(name written as Ida May). She died of consumption on October 28, 1894 at Sherrard, Marshall County. 

Mary Ida was the mother of the aforementioned Mollie (Mary) and also had several more children after 

her marriage.    

From "HISTORY OF THE UPPER OHIO VALLEY,"  Vol. I, pages 736-737; Brant & Fuller, 1890. 
 
JOHN W. SNEDIKER  was born in Marshall county, W.Va., in the year  1838.  He was one of 
eleven children born to Garret and Mary H. (Miller) Snediker; the children were as follows: 
Elizabeth, married Albert Wait, she is now deceased; Charles, married Mary Pedley, she is 
deceased, he married for a second wife, Charlotte Simpson, of Waynesburg, Penn.; James died 
while in the service of the United States; Rebecca married Joshua A. Lancaster, now living in 
Kansas; Samuel M. married Mary McClarin, of Steubenville; Joseph M. married Adeline Kemple, 
of Marshall county; Milch married J. M. Dowler, of Wheeling; Mary and William both died in 
childhood; and two others died in infancy.  The parents were both born in Virginia; the greater 
part of their lives they lived on their farm in the vicinity of Wheeling, W.Va.  They were worthy 
members of the community, and were both devout communicants of the Methodist Episcopal 
church.  Mr. Snediker's paternal grandfather was a major in the war of 1812.  His wife's maiden 
name was Harris, and both of these grandparents were natives of Germany, settling in Brooke 
county, W.Va., at an early date.  They were very prominent and wealthy people, and members 
of the Presbyterian church.  His maternal grandfather, who was a native of Virginia, moved to 
Morgan county, Ohio, and both he and his wife were pioneer members of the Methodist 
Episcopal church of that county, and highly respected and useful members of the community. In  
1859 Mr. Snediker married Jane, daughter of Joseph and Hannah Pedley, who were of English 
birth, they located in Wheeling, where Mr. Pedley followed the trade of a stone-mason, having 
been engaged on some of the old buildings of that city.  Mr. and Mrs. Snediker had seven 
children:  R. Ella , Charles R., Mary V., Harry L., Laura J., and Minnie M.  All of these children are 
deceased but Ella, Charles and Harry.  Mrs. Snediker died in 1872, and her death was a calamity 
to her neighbors, her family and the church of which she was a consistent member, having 
joined the Methodist denomination in her early childhood.  In 1873, Mr. Snediker married J. 
Amanda Richey, daughter of James and Joanna (Whittingham) Richey, who were for many years 
leading members of society in Marshall county, and also members of the Methodist church.  
Annetta B. and Cora L. are the result of this second union.  Mr. Snediker has been township 
treasurer for sixteen years, and was also an overseer of the poor two years.  He has a large farm 
stocked with the finest breeds of cattle, sheep, etc., and is classed with the progressive and 
representative farmers of the county.  He and his wife are members of the Disciples church, and 
he is a republican.   

 

The Widow & Minor pension file is presented below.   

 



 



 



 



 



 



  



 



 



 



 



 


