
MARSHALL COUNTY NATIVE, JAMES NIXON ROBERTS 

Corporal, Company “E” 15th Iowa Infantry Volunteers 

“Died Sept 6, 1864 at Rome, Ga. of wounds received July 21st 1864.” 

Researched & written by Linda Cunningham Fluharty 

James Nixon Roberts was born about 1834 in Marshall County, (West) Virginia to Jonathan Elmore 

Roberts and Maria Evans, married in Ohio County, (West) Virginia in 1823. It is not known if they 

were married in the part of Ohio County that became Marshall County in 1835. However, they lived 

in Marshall County. Maria was the daughter of Walter Evans, born in Maryland, and Barbara Barger, 

known residents of Marshall County, and both buried there at Oak Grove Cemetery.  

The soldier’s father, Jonathan Roberts, is listed in the 1836 tax records for Marshall County. He is 

not in the tax list for 1840, nor is he found in the 1840 census of Marshall County.  The son of 

Reuben Roberts, Jonathan moved with his parents and family to Iowa in 1838, according to a 

biography of Alexander Holt Roberts in History of Audubon County, Iowa: Its People, Industries, and 

Institutions, 2000, published from materials provided by the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 

Excerpts: 

 



The soldier’s father, Jonathan Elmore Roberts, bought land in Burlington, Iowa in 1841. He 
died in an accident in 1849. An obituary was submitted to the Marshall County, WVGenWeb 
by Maureen Sullivan:  

Burlington Hawk-Eye, Thursday, September 13, 1849 - DIED, in the vicinity of Lowell, Henry 
county, Iowa, on the 3d inst., at 4 o’clock P.M., Mr. JONATHAN ROBERTS, aged 48 years, by 
injuries received by his team taking fright in descending Mud Creek hill, which injuries he 
survived about one hour. - It would be useless for us here to enumerate the many virtues of 
the deceased, as he was well known to most of our readers, and all who knew him bear 
testimony to his sterling worth as a citizen, and neighbor. - At a special meeting of Lowell 
Division, No. 52, S. of T., held at the Hall I Lowell on the 3d of September, 1849, on motion of 
Bro. R. G. McFerling, the following resolutions were adopted, and ordered to be spread upon 
the minutes: Resolved, That in the death of brother JONATHAN ROBERTS, his family has 
been bereft of an affectionate father and devoted husband—his parents of a beloved son—
society of an estimable citizen, and our Order of zealous, efficient and ardent member. 
Resolved, That as an expression of our grief we attend the funeral, clothed in the regalia of 
our Order, and that we wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days.  - Note: Buried at 
Blakeway Cemetery, Danville, Des Moines County, Iowa.  

At the time of the 1850 census of Danville, Des Moines County, Iowa, James, 16, was residing with 
his mother, Maria, and older siblings, Joseph, Ruben, Joshua and Louisa.  

On Feb 17, 1856 in Des Moines, Iowa, James N. Roberts married Rachel E. Anderson. Records 
indicate she, too, was born in West Virginia. Their children were Clarence E., Jonathan E. and Anna 
Laura.  

James joined for three years to serve in Company “E” of the 15th Iowa Infantry Volunteers. He died 
on September 6, 1864 of wounds received in battle on July 21, 1864. He was initially buried at 
Rome, Georgia and was later interred at the Marietta National Cemetery in Marietta, Georgia. 

From Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of the Rebellion:  

 

Following his death, his widow, Rachel, applied for and received a government pension. On 

November 1, 1865, she married William Amberger. A guardian was appointed to oversee the 

pensions of her children. 

The following is from the Report of Nathaniel B. Baker, Adjutant-General of Iowa, Acting QM General, 

1865. It describes the battle in which James Nixon Roberts lost his life. 



 



 

 


