
George Standiford 

Marshall County Man Arrested As Confederate Sympathizer 

Died While a POW 

By Linda Cunningham Fluharty 

At first glance, in 2012, it seemed likely that Marshall County native, George Standiford, was 

the man of that name who was captured and arrested as a Confederate Sympathizer in 1862 

at Knox County, Missouri. According to the records of the Provost Marshal, Citizen George H. 

Standiford was in Knox County, Missouri when he was arrested "upon the charge of having 

given aid and comfort to the enemies of the United States..." On June 16, 1862, in Missouri, 

George signed an oath that he would pay a $1000 fine, not leave Knox County, and would 

report to U. S. authorities any hostile movement, etc. He swore to support, protect, and 

defend the U. S. Constitution and was then paroled. An investigation ensued regarding his 

residency in Missouri. The record is incomplete, but he was apparently ordered to be 

arrested again after it was concluded that no records were found to indicate he had ever 

lived in Knox County. Nothing is stated about a subsequent arrest. 

 

Now, in 2019, records prove that George Standiford of Marshall County was NOT the George 

H. Standiford arrested in Missouri. Many researchers have settled on the latter being the man 

from Marshall County, but evidence simply does not support it.  A careful study reveals that 

the dates in the records are in conflict for the two men, and the George Standiford from 

Marshall County is not referred to as George H.  

On May 31, 1862, in Marshall County, (West) Virginia, George Standiford, the son of John 

Standiford and Rachel Bane, was captured and imprisoned at the Atheneum in Wheeling for 

“alleged disloyalty.” On June 11, 1862, numerous neighbors and friends of the Standiford 

family signed a petition asking for his release. It was not known if or when the petitions were 

presented to authorities but on June 25, George was sent to the Union-operated camp for 

Confederate prisoners at Camp Chase, Ohio, near Columbus.  

On August 2, 1862, Major Joseph Darr, Jr. wrote to Colonel William Hoffman, saying he was 

enclosing “petitions & evidence in favor of George Standiford, Citizen Prisoner at Camp 

Chase, Ohio, and recommends his release on taking the Oath of Allegiance, giving bonds, and 

reporting within 15 days after release.”    

On August 29, 1862, Major Darr received a letter from Colonel Allison with the news that 

George Standiford had died at Camp Chase on August 11, 1862, cause not stated.  



George was initially buried at East Graveyard near Camp Chase in Columbus, Franklin 

County, Ohio. Most of the graves were moved to a Confederate Cemetery in 1882 and the 

whereabouts of George’s grave is stated as “unknown” on some cemetery sites. However, he 

is buried at Standiford Cemetery, Marshall County, West Virginia.  

Specifically, George had been arrested for "trying to run a Union man off his field," based on 

Kenneth W. Noe's essay, "Who Were the Bushwackers? Age, Class, Kin, and Western Virginia's 

Confederate Guerrillas, 1861-1862", Civil War History, Vol. 49, No. 1, March, 2003.  

According to affidavits in his file, George had voted against the Ordinance of Secession, but 

might have spoken privately against the Union, despite the many Union supporters in his 

family.  His arrest record has not been located and the specifics are unknown. Apparently, 

someone reported him.  

At the time of the 1850 census of Marshall County, George, 10, lived with his mother and 

siblings, his father apparently deceased. Siblings were Jesse, Elizabeth, Nancy, Rachel, John 

and Jane. In 1860, George, 21, was still in his mother's home with siblings Jesse, Mary (must 

be the same person as Nancy in 1850), John, Rachel and Jane. 

[Date & place of arrest & date of death are stated in the Camp Chase Prison Registers, 1862-

1863, v. 55-57.] 

 

The available records from the National Archives follow:  

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 


