
JOHN P. DOUGHERTY (also DAUGHERTY) 

Company “H” 11th West Virginia Infantry  

Died of ‘Brain Fever’ in U. S. Hospital Parkersburg, W.Va. Sept. 30, 1862. 

During the Civil War, men over the age of 45 were considered too old to serve.  So, just as some young 

boys overstated their age in order to enlist, some old men understated their age.  

JOHN P. DOUGHERTY greatly understated his age. He was born about 1800, according to census records. 

Another man in this same company, GEORGE W. BLAKE, born about 1796, was also determined to serve, 

and he, too, died during service.    

 



 



 



 

John P. Dougherty’s stated age 44 when he joined for duty, enrolled and mustered in at Bellton on Sept. 

30, 1861.   

 

This man is found in the Draft Registration record, dated 1863, as “John P. Dougherty.” A government 

headstone was provided for him as “John P. Dougherty,” with the death date Sept. 30, 1862. He is buried 

at Greenfield Ridge Cemetery, Marshall County.  

 



John P. Dougherty married Catherine Brannon on April 17, 1823 in Ohio County. He was 50 years old in 

the 1850 census of Marshall County: 

DOGHERTY (1492) 

John P....Laborer...50-M...Ire. 

Catherine...43-F...PA 

Mary...26-F...VA 

William...22-M...VA 

Elizabeth...20-F...VA 

Margaret...18-F...VA 

John...15-M...VA 

Catherine...13-F...VA 

Rachel A...7-F...VA 

Robert H...5-M...VA 

Emmeline...2-F...VA 

 

In 1860, John P. Dougherty was 60 years old. (NOT 43 as reported elsewhere): 

DAUGHERTY (936) 

John P...60-wf...turner...Ireland 

Catharine...56-wf...VA 

Rachel A...17-wf...VA 

Robert H...14-wm...VA 

Laura A...10-wf...VA 

Catharine...22-wf...VA 

 

 
 

John W. Dougherty, the son of the deceased man, served in the same company and the two are sometimes 

confused. John W. was discharged in 1862 for disability after he accidentally shot himself in the hand. He 

re-enlisted in 1864 and served as a Wagoner in Co. A 17 W.Va. Inf. His name was spelled “Daugherty” in 

the records for that service.   

 

The following widow’s pension confirms the information. A daughter also applied for a pension and her 

info is included in the file. 



CATHERINE DOUGHERTY – WIDOW’S PENSION APPLICATION 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

    


