World War II - Lt. James Elmer Hall, Jr.

Killed in Action 15 Oct 1944

An email received by Linda Fluharty on 3 Feb 2013 from hendrik_schoebrechts@hotmail.com: "We are currently
working on an exposition in our museum "Histor Center Airbase Brustem". The museum shows and tells about the
history of the former airbase located at Brustem, Sint-Truiden in Belgium. - In WWII it was home to German night
fighter units until September 1944 when Sint-Truiden was liberated by the Americans. From September 1944 to April
1945, the base was the home for the 48th and 404th Fighter Groups. I've had the good fortune to attend the reunions of
both groups in recent years and especially those of the 404th FG. This is where James Elmer Hall |Jr comes into the
picture: a member of the 404th FG since May 1944, he took off from A-92 St-Trond for a ground support mission from
which he did not return. Shot down and killed near Aachen (Verlautenheide). I managed to stumble on a few
documents, indicating he was only found in March 1945 and subsequently buried at Henri Chapelle in Belgium. - In
1947, at the request of his family, his remains were brought to the US and he was buried on 15 November 1947 at
'‘Bethlehem Cemetery Grantsville'. - I was wondering if you perhaps have some information you can share with us,
which we would then like to include in the exposition. - Best regards Hendrik Schoebrechts, vice-president Histor
Center Luchtmachtbasis Brustem"

Email #2: "In atttachment you'll find some documents about James E. Hall Jr. that I received from a group of German
researchers of airplane crashes in Germany. - The picture of the young Lt Hall while in pilot training, is one I found on
"The Hur Herald". The webmaster of this site was able to give me the following information: Born on 13 November
1923 in Grantsville, WV. Starts his pilot training in May 1942 at Moore Field, Mission, TX. Receives his wings in January
1944 at Randolph Field, TX. Joins the 404th Fighter Group in May 1944, when the Group was already in England,
stationed at Winkton. - The last picture is the one that appears in "Leap Off", the official history of the 404th Fighter
Group. Written by Andrew F. Wilson over the period September 1945 - December 1948." All my best, Hendrik."

Note from Linda Fluharty: If James Elmer Hall, Jr. died on 15 Oct 1944, and if he was 21 years, 11 months and 2 days old
at the time, his birthdate would be 13 Nov 1922. - He was the son of James Elmer Hall, Sr., a school teacher, and Ester
Brown Farrar. They had a son, Lowell, who died in 1937, and a daughter Florence Mae. Apparently, the family moved to
Columbus, Ohio, and James E. Jr. joined the Army Air Corps in Columbus on 11 Nov 1942.
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Month of death is obviously misstated in the document.
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The following letters, found on Fold3.com, were written by Lt. Hall's comrades following the incident that killed Lt. Hall.

S507TH FIGHTER SQUADRON
404TH FIGHTER GROUP

APO 595, U,.S.Amy,
16 October 19044,

Statement by Lieut. Paul ¥, Buclkles on the loss of Lisut, James
E, Hall Jr.

I was leading the second element of the top cover Tlight
at 7,000 feet on 15 October 1944, I saw Lieut, Blair's element
follow Captain Jutman's down in a dive on target area from
about 6,000 Tert, I saw Captain Lutman's bomb blasts, and then
a sudden brief flash of bright flame just short of the bomb
hits, along the axis of Lieut. Blair's attack which was 180 de-
grees to Captain's run. Then as the two elements joined up &f-
ter the attack, I heard Lieut. Blair call Captain Lutman and
ask if Lieut. all was there., I didn't answer, Tiguring Lieut.
hall would. Captain Lutman didn't answer at once and I saw
four ships in string -- Captain's element, and then % mile be-
hind Lieut. Blair and another ship directly behind him. Lisut.
Blair called again, I looked again and only zaw three aircraft.
This was three miles Northwest of Aachen heading West,

PAUL M, BUCKLES,
lst Lieut., AC,
0~741877.




B07TH FIGHRTER SQUADRON
404TH FIGHUTER GROUP

APQ 595, U,S.Amy,
16 October 1944,

Statement by Captain Charles C. Lutman on the loss of Lievs,
James E, Hall Jr.

I dove on the target from 6,000 feet. I saw Lieut.
Blair's element swing around for a pass 180 degress to mine,
I completed my bombing run and pulled up breaking to the
West. There was a lot of 1light flak tracer, I looked back
and saw a large sudden brief Ilash of [llame and black smoke
short of my element's bombs, It looked similar, though a
1ittle bigger than the explosions of two hits on tanks by
my element, I also saw Lieut., Blair's bombs hit near mine,
but didn't see his plane. There wers easily hall a dozen
explosions in the area. I took evasive action, and heard
Lieut. Blair call me and ask if I saw Iieut. Fall., I looked
back but couldnt't tell which planes were my ssecond element.
There seemed to be 4 other aircralt than our own squadron in
the vicinity. I finally saw just one aircralt coming in my
direction to join up. I called Lieut. Blair and said I'd
tallr to him later, not wanting to confirm a possibls loss
over the air. The three of us circled in the area Northeast
of Aachen, made several calls to Lisut. Hall and got no answer,

CHARLES C, LUTMAN,
Captain, Alr Corps,
0-660167.

507TH FIGHTER SQUADRON
404TH “TGNTER GROUP

AP0 595, U,S.Amy,
16 October 1044,

Statement by Lieut, Floyd ¥, Blair on the loss of Lieut, James
Be fHall Jr. i 2

I was leading the second elsment with Lieut. Hall on ny
wing on 15 Qctober 1944, We started the dive at 6,000 feet, I
peeled into Lisut. Hall on my left and saw him crossing over
behind me from left to right. I completed my run, releasad my
bombs about 3,000 feet, completed pullout at 1,000 faet, I
looked back Tor Lieut, Hall, saw nothing but light flak tracer
in the air, and on tie ground sbout 200 yards away {rom the
target area a large pufl of white smoke. Lieut., Hall did not

rejoin formation.
%f Yleu
FLOYD F. BLAIR,

kst Lieut., AC,
0-448813,




