
World War II - Lt. James Elmer Hall, Jr. 

Killed in Action 15 Oct 1944 

 

An email received by Linda Fluharty on 3 Feb 2013 from hendrik_schoebrechts@hotmail.com: "We are currently 
working on an exposition in our museum "Histor Center Airbase Brustem". The museum shows and tells about the 
history of the former airbase located at Brustem, Sint-Truiden in Belgium. - In WWII it was home to German night 
fighter units until September 1944 when Sint-Truiden was liberated by the Americans. From September 1944 to April 
1945, the base was the home for the 48th and 404th Fighter Groups. I've had the good fortune to attend the reunions of 
both groups in recent years and especially those of the 404th FG. This is where James Elmer Hall Jr comes into the 
picture: a member of the 404th FG since May 1944, he took off from A-92 St-Trond for a ground support mission from 
which he did not return. Shot down and killed near Aachen (Verlautenheide). I managed to stumble on a few 
documents, indicating he was only found in March 1945 and subsequently buried at Henri Chapelle in Belgium. - In 
1947, at the request of his family, his remains were brought to the US and he was buried on 15 November 1947 at 
'Bethlehem Cemetery Grantsville'. - I was wondering if you perhaps have some information you can share with us, 
which we would then like to include in the exposition. - Best regards Hendrik Schoebrechts, vice-president Histor 
Center Luchtmachtbasis Brustem" 
 
Email #2: "In atttachment  you'll find some documents about James E. Hall Jr. that I received from a group of German 
researchers of airplane crashes in Germany. - The picture of the young Lt Hall while in pilot training, is one I found on 
"The Hur Herald". The webmaster of this site was able to give me the following information: Born on 13 November 
1923 in Grantsville, WV. Starts his pilot training in May 1942 at Moore Field, Mission, TX. Receives his wings in January 
1944 at Randolph Field, TX. Joins the 404th Fighter Group in May 1944, when the Group was already in England, 
stationed at Winkton. - The last picture is the one that appears in "Leap Off", the official history of the 404th Fighter 
Group. Written by Andrew F. Wilson over the period September 1945 - December 1948." All my best, Hendrik." 
 
Note from Linda Fluharty: If James Elmer Hall, Jr. died on 15 Oct 1944, and if he was 21 years, 11 months and 2 days old 
at the time, his birthdate would be 13 Nov 1922. - He was the son of   James Elmer Hall, Sr., a school teacher, and Ester 
Brown Farrar. They had a son, Lowell, who died in 1937, and a daughter Florence Mae. Apparently, the family moved to 
Columbus, Ohio, and James E. Jr. joined the Army Air Corps in Columbus on 11 Nov 1942.  
 



 



 



 

Month of death is obviously misstated in the document. 



 



 



 

 

The following letters, found on Fold3.com, were written by Lt. Hall's comrades following the incident that killed Lt. Hall. 

 



 

 


